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NEPA is Different



“encourage productive and enjoyable harmony
between man and his environment; to promote
efforts which will prevent or eliminate damage to
the environment and biosphere and stimulate the
health and welfare of man; and to enrich the
understanding of the ecological systems and
natural resources important to the Nation....”
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“Man and nature can exist in
productive harmony”
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Incorporate environmental considerations
Systematic interdisciplinary approach
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Environmental Assessment
Environmental Impact Statement
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Federal Actions=projects,
activities, or programs
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Categorical Exclusion
Environmental Assessment

Environmental Impact Statement
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Categorical Exclusion
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ACTION: Public comment on Draft
Environmental Impact Statement. --------- SUMMARY: The U.S.
Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Prisons (Bureau)
announces the availability of the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) for the proposed contract to secure additional
inmate bed space for the Bureau's growing inmate population.
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Scoping
Draft EIS
Final EIS
ROD
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Scoping
Draft EIS
Final EIS
ROD

Internal: within the agency
External: other agencies, NGO’s and
interest groups, general public
Public meetings, website comment
board, open houses
What are the key issues?
Regular communication even when
there is not a project fosters
relationships that builds substantive
commenting
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Scoping
Draft EIS
Final EIS
ROD

Full description of the
affected environment
Full reasonable range of
alternatives
Analysis of the impacts of
each alternative
A second opportunity to
provide comments
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Scoping
Draft EIS
Final EIS
ROD

Preferred Alternative
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Scoping
Draft EIS
Final EIS
ROD

The agency issues a Record of
Decision which is its final
action prior to implementation.
The ROD addresses how the
findings of the EIS, including
consideration of alternatives,
were incorporated into the
agency's decision-making
process.
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Significance of
interdisciplinary
and interagency
collaboration Because NEPA analyses need

to be scientific, objective,
and high quality, they must be
performed by individuals and
agencies with credentials
appropriate to the issues.
Interdisciplinary Teams
Lead Agency
Collaborating Agencies
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Significance
of public
participation

Agencies must “encourage and facilitate
public involvement in decisions which
affect the quality of the human
environment.”
The public has an important role in the
NEPA process in providing input on what
issues should be addressed in an EIS and
in commenting on the findings in an
agency's NEPA documents.
The lead agency must take into
consideration all substantive comments
received during the comment period.
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What is the Purpose?



What is the Need?
NEPA
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What are the Issues?
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Alternatives
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Record of Decision
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Department of Justice
Federal Bureau of Investigations
Social Security Administration
Federal Aviation Association
Federal Highway Administration
Census Bureau
Federal Trade Commission
Government Printing Office
National Institute of Health
Department of Housing and Urban Development
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Federal Prison System
Occupational Safety and Health Administration
Marine Mammal Commission
Kennedy Space Center
Peace Corps
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Agencies MUST consider environmental
impacts in decision-making.
Agencies MUST use a systematic and
interdisciplinary approach.
Agencies MUST document their decisions
using Categorical Exclusions, Environmental
Assessments, and Environmental Impact
Statements.
Agencies MUST create a process for other
agencies, organizations, and the public to
have meaningful input into the decision-
making process.
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The spirit of the law, the intention of NEPA, is
to foster more environmentally friendly
decision-making on the part of the federal
government.


